
Strategically Enhancing ELL Access to 
the Language Demands of College 

and Career-Ready Standards 
 

Part 2 

 June 2014 



2 

 DEPTH 
3. Lessons and 
activities are designed 
in relation to the 
Standards for Practice 



www.csai-online.org 

Tool Created to Unpack the Language 
Practices  Found in the CCSS and NGSS 

Google ELPD Framework to download this document. 



www.csai-online.org 

“By explicitly calling attention to these 
practices, [analyses of the language demands 
of college and career-ready standards can be 
used to] cultivate higher order thinking 
skills in ELLs and target their ability to 
comprehend and communicate about 
complex text.”  
 
(CCSSO, ELPD Framework, 2012, p. 16). 

Strategy: Tie Instruction Related to Student 
Language Access to Use of the Practices   



The ELPD Framework 
provides us with a strategic 
choice about creating 
correspondences between 
ELP standards and CCR 
standards: Focus on 
Standards for Practice 
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Points of convergence among the practices embedded 
within new college- and career-ready standards in 
Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies 

1 Gather information, formulate questions, and plan 

inquiries 
  

Mathematics 

· MP1.Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 

· MP3. Model with mathematics 
Science 

· SP1. Ask questions and define problems 

· SP2. Develop and use models 

· SP3. Plan and carry out investigations. 
Social Studies 

· SSP1. Develop questions and planning inquiries 

2 Apply specific disciplinary concepts, strategies, and 

tools 
  

Mathematics 

· MP2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively 

· MP5. Use appropriate tools strategically 

· MP7. Look for and make use of structure 

· MP8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning 

Science 

· SP5. Use mathematics and computational thinking 

Social Studies 

· SSP2. Apply disciplinary concepts and tools  

3 Construct, analyze, and critique arguments and 

claims 
  

Mathematics 

· MP3. Construct viable arguments and critique reasoning of others 

Science 

· SP4. Analyze and interpret data 

· SP7. Engage in argument from evidence 

Social Studies 

· SSP3.  Evaluate  sources and use evidence 

4 Communicate findings for specific purposes and 

audiences 
  

Mathematics 

· MP6. Attend to precision  

Science 

· SP6. Construct explanations and design solutions 

· SP8. Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information 

Social Studies 

· SSP4. Communicate conclusions and taking informed action 
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Language Access Demands of the Common 
Core (Bunch, Kibler, & Pimentel, 2013)   

•  Engage with complex texts to build 
knowledge across the curriculum 

• Use evidence to inform, argue, and analyze 

•  Work collaboratively, understanding multiple 
perspectives, and presenting ideas 

•  Use and develop linguistic resources to do all 
of the above (e.g., vocabulary, grammatical 
structures, and coherent and connected 
discourse) 
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The New ELP Standards Emphasize Embedded Use 
Key Functions Found in the Common Core/NGSS 

1 
construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and informational text through 
grade-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing 

2 
participate in grade-appropriate oral and written exchanges of information, ideas, and 
analyses, responding to peer, audience, or reader comments and questions 

3 
speak and write about grade-appropriate complex literary and informational texts and 
topics 

4 
construct grade-appropriate oral and written claims and support them with reasoning 
and evidence 

5 
conduct research and evaluate and communicate findings to answer questions or solve 
problems 

6 analyze and critique the arguments of others orally and in writing 

7 adapt language choices to purpose, task, and audience when speaking and writing 

8 
determine the meaning of words and phrases in oral presentations and literary and 
informational text 

9 create clear and coherent grade-appropriate speech and text 

10 
make accurate use of standard English to communicate in grade-appropriate speech and 
writing 



Connect to Rubrics Rating the Quality of the 
Content Area Lessons:  EQuiP Rubrics 



 

http://aldnetwork.org/page/exemplar-units-lesson-plans-and-tools  
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Academic Language Development 
Network Lesson Plan Toolkit 

See Zwiers, O’Hara, & Pritchard (in press) Common Core Standards in 
diverse classrooms: Essential practices for developing academic language 
and disciplinary literacy. Stenhouse Publishers. 
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INTERACTIVE 
4. Lessons and 
activities which require 
ELL to interact and 
collaborate with others 



www.csai-online.org 

Emphasis on Interaction and Collaboration 

• Two-way interactive 

communication involving 

negotiation of meaning and 

developing proficiency in socio-

cultural aspects of English 

• Successful instructed language 

learning also requires 

opportunities for output (Ellis, 

2008) 
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Anita Archer’s Graphic Organizers 

•Strategies for improving comprehension before, 
during, and after reading. 

 http://miblsi.cenmi.org/MiBLSiModel/Implementation/ElementaryS
chools/TierISupports/ArcherHandouts.aspx 
 

•Active Participation Instruction,   
Modeling and guided practice are used to teach 
students class participation strategies and behaviors. 
http://www.iu17.org/best-practices/best-practices-videos/anita-
archer-strategies-engagement-videos/ 
 
http://www.scoe.org/pub/htdocs/archer-videos.html  
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North Carolina DPI ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND 
MATH GRAPHIC ORGANIZERS 

 
 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/acre/standards/common-
core-tools/#gomath  

English Language Arts Graphic Organizers 

•Argument  

•Compare and Contrast  

•Dialectic Response  

•Inquiry  

•Synthesizing  

•Vocabulary  
  

 

Math Graphic Organizers 

•Number Lines in the Common Core  

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/acre/standards/common-core-tools/
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Academic Language Development Network Lesson 
Plan Toolkit -  7th Grade Math Toolkit   



www.csai-online.org 

Academic Language Development Network Lesson 
Plan Toolkit -  7th Grade Math Toolkit   
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EQUITY/ACCESS 
5. Lessons and activities 
provide avenues for 
broader modes of 
communication 
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Broader Communicative Modes to Support 
and Enhance ELL Potential to Learn 

•Even though ELL will produce language that includes features 
that distinguish them from their native-English-speaking peers, 
“it is possible [for ELs] to achieve the standards for college-and-
career readiness” (NGA Center & CCSSO, 2010b, p. 1). 
 

•ELL have the same potential as native speakers of English to 
engage in cognitively complex tasks.  
 

•Regardless of ELP level, all ELLs need access to challenging, 
grade-appropriate curriculum, instruction, and assessment and 
benefit from activities requiring them to create linguistic output 
(Ellis, 2008a; 2008b).  
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/
http://www.cal.org/resources/digest/instructed2ndlang.html
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Broader Interpretation of Communication 

 
 Receptive modalities  
  
 
  
Productive modalities 
 
 

Listening  
and reading 

Speaking  
and 

writing 



Some people STILL think of UDL as a technology 
initiative or just for students with disabilities or 

intensive support needs.  

http://udlcenter.org/ 



UDL is framework for proactively designing 
learning experiences – from the beginning –  that 
address grade level standards in ways that enable 

all students to gain knowledge, skills,  
and enthusiasm for learning. 

http://udlcenter.org/ 



Goals 

Firm Goals, Flexible Means 
 
• Clearly identified 
• Do NOT embed the 

means unnecessarily 
 

• Allow multiple paths to 
achievement 
 

 
 

http://udlcenter.org/ 
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Principles of UDL 

UDL calls for ... 
 

 Multiple means of representation, to give learners 
various ways of acquiring information and knowledge 

 Multiple means of expression, to provide learners 
alternatives for demonstrating what they know 

  Multiple means of engagement, to tap into 
learners' interests, offer appropriate challenges, and 
increase motivation. 

 http://udlcenter.org/ 



Differentiating Instruction 



(Flanagan, Liebling, & Meltzer, 2013) 

http://www.publicconsultinggroup.com/education/library/white_papers/Universal-Design-for-Learning-and-the-Common-Core-ELA-Standards-Rigorous-Reading-and-Writing-Istructions-for-All.pdf
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Visual Thesaurus 
 

 The Visual Thesaurus is an interactive dictionary 
and thesaurus that allows you to discover the 
connections between words in a visually 
captivating display. With a subscription you will 
also get access to the Spelling Bee, 
VocabGrabber, and Online Magazine.  
 

 http://www.visualthesaurus
.com/trialover/ 

http://www.visualthesaurus.com/trialover/
http://www.visualthesaurus.com/trialover/
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Shahi 

 Shahi is a visual dictionary that combines 
Wiktionary content with Flickr images, and more! 
 

http://www.blachan.com/shahi/ 

http://www.blachan.com/shahi/
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World Digital Library 

   

http://www.wdl.org/en/ 

http://www.wdl.org/en/


www.csai-online.org 

Etype 

http://www.etype.com/ 

http://www.etype.com/
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Paper Rater 

http://www.paperrater.com/ 

http://www.paperrater.com/
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Thinkquiry Toolkit 

http://www.thinkquiry.com/ 

http://www.thinkquiry.com/
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Voki  (Speaking Avatars) 

http://www.voki.com/ 

http://www.voki.com/
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CAST UDL Book Builder 

http://bookbuilder.cast.org/ 

http://bookbuilder.cast.org/
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EDUCATIVE 
ASSESSMENT 
6. Lessons and 
activities include 
formative assessment   
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 A test or instrument 

 More frequent use of tests 

 A score 

 A one-time event 

 Something that happens at 
the end of a period of 
learning 

 Something only teachers do 

 

Formative Assessment in NOT… 

Margaret Heritage(2013)  
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•The use of assessment tasks with real-work 
implications 

•The use of real models of performance 

•The use of on-going feedback and guidance from the 
instructor, including negotiated criteria 

•The use of objective, independent assessment criteria 

•The use of on-going, recursive opportunities for 
learners to improve their performances (Wiggins, 1998) 

 

Educative Assessment (Wiggins) 
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Assessment/Audit Question:  
“At what ELP level is the ELL performing?”  
 

Question that uses assessment to inform 
instruction:  
“Based on the targets outlined for the end of each 

ELP level, what resources and competencies will 
the ELL need to develop?” 
 

Using Formative Assessment with ELLs 
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Dufour and Marzano offer the following: 
 

•  What is it we want our students to know? 

•  How will we know if they are learning? 

•  How will we respond when individual students 
do not learn? 

•  How will we enrich and extend the learning 
for students who are proficient? 

Four questions which serve as a  

starting point for any PLC: 
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Intersecting Conversations around 

Improvement of Instructional Design 

Use of 
Formative/ 
Educative 

Assessment 

Improved 
Data 

Literacy 

Use of 
Professional 

Learning 
Communities 
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Lessons/Activities . . .  
1. Emphasize use of language in context 
2. Connect with central concepts of content 
3. Connect with standards for practice 
4. Emphasize ELL interaction with other 

students 
5. Provide avenues for broader modes of 

communication 
6. Include educative/formative assessment 

Features which Strategically Prepare 
ELL for Increased Language Demands 
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