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Tennessee’s Grade 2 Optional Assessment:  
 

The Purpose: 
The optional grade 2 assessment was created in order to help schools and districts measure 

their progress toward the state’s goal of having 75 percent of third graders reading on grade 

level by 2025. The Grade 2 Optional Assessment provides invaluable data to both second and 

third grade educators, ensuring that our youngest students are strengthening foundational 

literacy and math skills early in their academic careers. 

Instructional Priorities: 

▪ Reflective of the expectations of the standards 

▪ Representative of the integrated approach to instruction 

▪ Inspire changes in classroom instruction 

 

Assessment Key Points: 
▪ The Grade 2 assessment is optional. 

- Spring 2017 

• During the spring 2017 launch, 98 districts across the state chose to opt into 

the new assessment (66% of districts) 

- Spring 2018 

• 102 districts opted in (69% of districts) 

- Spring 2019 

▪ 106 districts opted in (72% of districts) 

▪ The Grade 2 Assessment is criterion referenced as opposed to norm referenced.  

▪ The Grade 2 Assessments only assess Tennessee Academic Standards. 

- The data provide teachers, leaders, parents, and community members information 

on how our students are performing at the end of their second-grade year on 

Tennessee-specific standards.  

- The data are highly beneficial in determining how students are progressing toward 

mastering the standards because the assessment addresses the full breadth of the 

TN Academic Standards for both ELA and Mathematics. 

- The items on the Grade 2 Optional Assessment measure the ELA and mathematic 

standards in a way that reflect the expectations for integrated classroom instruction. 
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Reflections from the Field: 

▪ “We feel the assessment will give much needed feedback to teachers and administrators 

concerning the progress of our second grade students. Additionally, it will allow us to better 

meet the needs of those students as we plan for their instruction.”  

▪ “Rutherford County is committed to the second grade assessment because of the feedback we 

receive relative to our instructional initiatives and feedback on student achievement.  This 

individual student academic information that we receive at the end of the second grade year 

helps us to better target identified deficit standards for each student.  Since the goal is for 

seventy-five percent of third grade students to be on grade level, summative information 

related to second grade performance enhances our system’s Response to Intervention and 

Instruction initiatives in the third grade.” 

 

Grade 2 Successes and Challenges: 

English Language Arts 

 Successes: 

▪ Overall, students are able to grapple with complex text, both literary and informational, with 

equal success.  

▪ Students’ abilities to read and respond to both literary and informational text are 

comparable between the two genres. 

▪ Students demonstrate the ability to determine the meaning of unknown words and phrases 

in both literary passages and informational text. 

▪ There are little to no differences between students’ abilities to apply their foundational 

literacy skills to either literary passages or informational text. 
 

Challenges: 

▪ Students performed better on determining the central message/main topic of a text when 

dealing with literary text versus informational text. 

▪ Students performed significantly better when responding to items associated with literary 

listening passages versus informational listening passages. 

▪ Students were able to respond to items dealing with sentence composition (conventions of 

standard English grammar and usage) with a higher rate of accuracy than items associated 

with phonics and word recognition skills. 
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Mathematics 

 Success:  

▪ Students performed equitably on items whether read to them when compared to the 

items they read to themselves.  

 

Challenges: 

▪ Students’ performance indicated that students were challenged by performing 

computations with whole numbers.  

▪ Students demonstrated a need to solidify an understanding of addition and subtraction 

strategies, place value, and the connection between place value and addition and 

subtraction.    

▪ Students were found to perform better on the non-major work of the grade when 

compared to content identified as major work of the grade.  

▪ The challenges found in grade 2 are also found in subsequent grades.  

- Grade 2 students were challenged by content requiring they demonstrate a 

conceptual understanding of addition and subtraction and fluency in addition 

and subtraction. At grade 3, students were challenged by demonstrating fluency 

in addition and subtraction.   

- Grade 2 students found applying operations to real life situations (i.e., contextual 

problems involving addition and subtraction, contextual problems involving 

lengths) to be a source of challenge, and this trend continued at grade 3 where 

students were asked to apply operations to real life situations (i.e., connecting 

multiplication and area).  

- Grade 2 students were challenged by foundational place value understanding, 

and at grade 4 students were found to be challenged by content requiring 

students to generalize place value understanding.  

 

 

Tennessee Department of Education Early Literacy Initiatives: 

▪ Mathematics Instructional Focus Documents: To support strong classroom instruction, 

the Department has created instructional focus documents for mathematics. These 

documents were developed to target the mathematics standards where statewide data 

indicated students struggled the most. These are optional supplements for educators to 

consider. The purpose of these documents is to provide teachers with examples of learning 

across all performance levels to help educators determine the depth of a student’s 

conceptual understanding of Tennessee mathematics standards.  
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▪ Teaching Literacy in Tennessee: The Department released a practical guidance document 

called Teaching Literacy in Tennessee, which serves as the Department’s “how to” resource for 

teaching literacy.  

▪ Read to Be Ready: Read to be Ready is a statewide campaign focused on the importance 

of reading. The goal of the Read to be Ready initiative is to increase third grade reading 

proficiency in the state to 75 percent by 2025 through Read to Be Ready resources and 

networks of support. 

▪ Read to Be Ready Coaching: The Read to Be Ready Coaching Network involves a cohort of 

highly-qualified and trained instructional coaches deployed to improve literacy instruction 

in K – 3 classrooms across the state.  

▪ Read to Be Ready Summer Camps: The purpose of the Read to Be Ready Summer Grant is 

to fund programs that target low-income students whom we know experience the greatest 

summer learning loss. The grants are intended to fund summer instructional programs that 

provide rich reading and writing opportunities for rising first, second, and third grade 

students. The goal is to develop a student’s love for reading over the summer months by 

providing them with access to a multitude of high-quality books at different levels and for 

different interests.   
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English/Language Arts Item Types 

Reading 

• 1-point multiple-choice items 

• Passage-based items 

 

Foundational Literacy 

Phonics and Word Recognition (Based on words from a reading passage) 

• 2-point multiple-select items 

Vocabulary Acquisition (Based on words from a reading passage) 

• 1-point multiple-choice items 

Word Composition and Sentence Composition (Based on sentences about a reading passage) 

• 1-point multiple-choice items 

Fluency 

• 5-point timed item  

• Requires reading as many sentences as possible and identifying each as true or not true 

Sample Fluency Sentences:  

Red is a color. 

Birds can breathe under water. 

Bread is a kind of food. 

The alphabet is made up of letters. 

Ice will melt when it gets very cold. 

A snake can walk. 

 

Listening  

Sentence-based 

• 1-point multiple-choice items 

• Graphic answer choices 

• Sentences and questions read to students 

Passage-based 

• 1-point multiple-choice items 

• Some have graphic answer choices 

• Some have text answer choices 

• Passages, questions, and text answer choices read to students 

 

Writing 

• 5-point writing prompt 

• Prompt is based on ideas in a short reading passage that is read to students. 

• Requires students to write a response that is at least three or four sentences to answer two 

passage-related questions. 
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Mathematics Item Types 

Non-Contextual Fluency 

• 1-point item; aligned to a single standard 

• Fill-in-the-blank and multiple-select formats 

Multiple Choice 

• 1-point item; aligned to a single standard 

Multi-part 

• 2-point item; aligned to a single standard 

• Contains multiple parts 

 

 

Assessment Blueprints 

Literary  Assessment      Informational Assessment 

Reading 26-32%      Reading 26-30% 

Writing 8-10%       Writing 8-10% 

Listening 20%       Listening 19%   

        Fluency 8-10% 

 Foundational Literacy Items appear with both Literary and Informational 38-43% 

Total number of items across literacy and informational items: 28-47*     

       

Mathematics 

Computation with Whole Numbers 27-31% 

Number Relationships and Patterns 22-26% 

Measurement Concepts 20-25% 

Data and Geometric Concepts 13-19% 

Total number of items: 45-53 items* 

 

*Information drawn from publicly available blueprints.  
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Literary Reading Passage 
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128387 

 

128392 

 

128390 

 

128389 
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128398 

 

128399 
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128400 

 

128394 

 

128396 
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128397 
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Informational Reading Passage 

 

 
 

128454 
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128452 

 

128460 

 

128453 
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128448 

 

128462 
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128463 

 

128464 
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128467 
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128102 
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128108 

[Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Elephants sleep for only two or three hours a day and spend the rest of 

their time eating plants. 
  

 Pause. 
 

SAY Which picture shows what elephants do for most of the day? 
  

 Pause while students mark their answer. 
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Listening Passage 

[Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Now listen carefully to a passage. The title is “Frank’s Ice Pops.” 

 
Frank Epperson was just eleven years old when he made the first frozen 

ice pop. He made a drink by mixing a sweet powder with water. One cold 
night, he left his drink outside. The next morning, Frank’s drink was 

frozen solid. The wooden stick that he used to stir the drink was still in 
the glass. Frank put the glass in hot water. Then he used the stick as a 

handle to pull out the ice pop. Frank liked that he did not need a spoon or 
a fork to eat his new treat. Frank’s friends loved his ice pops, especially 

the cherry flavor. He knew other people would like them too. 
  

 Pause. 
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128413 

[Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Which picture shows what Frank did first after he found his frozen drink? 

  
 Pause while students mark their answer. 
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128415 

[Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Which picture shows where Frank left his drink overnight? 

  
 Pause while students mark their answer. 
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English Language Arts Item Data 

Passage Title Item Label Standard Item Type* DOK Max Points Key 

A New Day 128387 2.RL.1 MC 2 1 1 

 128392 2.RL.7 MC 2 1 1 

 128390 2.RL.3 MC 2 1 3 

 128389 2.RL.2 MC 2 1 4 

 128398 2.L.1.c MC 1 1 2 

 128399 2.L.1.e MC 1 1 3 

 128400 2.L.2.c MC 1 1 2 

 128394 2.RF.3.a MS 1 2 1,4 

 128396 2.RF.3.c MS 1 2 2,4 

 128397 2.RF.3.e MS 1 2 2,4 

Cool Clothes 128454 2.RI.7 MC 2 1 3 

 128452 2.RI.3 MC 2 1 4 

 128460 2.L.4.a MC 2 1 3 

 128453 2.RI.6 MC 2 1 2 

 128448 2.RI.8 MC 3 1 1 

 128462 2.L.1.d MC 1 1 3 

 128463 2.L.1.e MC 1 1 2 

 128464 2.L.2.c MC 1 1 2 

 128467 2.W.8 Writing task 3 5 -- 

-- 128102 2.RF.4.a Y/N 2 5 -- 

-- 128108 2.SL.2 MC 1 1 2 

Frank’s Ice Pops 128413 2.SL.2 MC 1 1 3 

 128415 2.SL.2 MC 1 1 1 

 

*Item Type 

MC = Multiple Choice 

MS = Multiple Select 

Y/N = Yes/No  
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127964 

[Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY A bucket has 40 cups of water in it. The bucket is not full. 

 
A. Owen pours 21 cups of water from the bucket onto his flowers. Write 

an equation to show how many cups of water are now in the bucket. 
  

 Give the students time to answer the question. 
[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 

 
SAY B. Owen then pours 45 cups of water into the bucket so that it is full. 

How many cups of water are in the bucket when it is full? 
  

 Give the students time to answer the question. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 
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127975 

 

127974 
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127987 

[Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Betty starts counting at 618. She counts by hundreds. What two numbers 

does Betty count next? 
 

 Give the students time to answer the question. 
[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 

 

 
 

 

127956 
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127960 

[Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Beck uses this number sentence to compare 561 and 823. 

 
 Pause while students read the number sentence. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 10 seconds] 
 

SAY Which sentence tells why the number sentence is right or wrong? 
 

Answer A: Since 61 is greater than 23, the number sentence is wrong. 
Answer B: Since 6 tens is greater than 2 tens, the number sentence 

is wrong. 
Answer C: Since 1 is less than 3, the number sentence is right. 

Answer D: Since 5 hundreds is less than 8 hundreds, the number 

sentence is right. 
 

 Give the students time to answer the question. 
[Suggested Wait Time: 10 seconds] 
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127968 

 

127982 
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127944 

[Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Cathy has 28 stickers. Mike has 15 stickers. 

 
A. Which of these can be used to find how many more stickers Cathy has 

than Mike has? 
 

Answer A: 28 − 10 – 5 
Answer B: 28 − 10 + 5 

Answer C: 28 + 10 – 5 
Answer D: 28 + 10 + 5 

 
 Give the students time to answer the question. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 

 
SAY B. How many more stickers does Cathy have than Mike has? 

 
 Give the students time to answer the question. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 
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128017 

 [Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Use the centimeter side of your ruler to measure the length of this 

marker. 
 

 Pause while students measure the length of the marker. 
[Suggested Wait Time: 10 seconds] 

 
SAY What is the length of the marker, to the nearest centimeter? 

 
 Give the students time to answer the question. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 

 

 
 

 



Sample of Released Items for Using Assessment Data: Learning from Tennessee’s Grade 2 Assessments  26 

128016 

 [Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY The length of the pencil is shown in paper clips. 

 
 Pause while students look at the figure. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 5 seconds] 
 

SAY Use the inch side of your ruler to measure to the nearest inch. Measure 
the length of the pencil. 

 
A. Fill in each box to tell how long the pencil is. 

 
 Pause while students fill in each box. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 

 
SAY B. In each box, circle the word that makes the sentence true. 

 
 Each paper clip is [longer or shorter] than an inch. 

 
 It takes [more or fewer] paper clips than inches to measure the pencil. 

 
 Give the students time to answer the question. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 
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127993 

 [Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Heath is using a fork to eat dinner. About how many centimeters long is 

a fork? 
 

 Give the students time to answer the question. 
[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 

 

 
 

 

128023 

 [Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Pilar has 100 centimeters of ribbon. She gives two friends some ribbon. 

Here are the lengths of the ribbon she gives her friends. 
 

• 28 centimeters 
• 51 centimeters 

 
Which set of equations shows a way to find how many centimeters of 

ribbon Pilar has left? 
 

Answer A: 100 – 28 = 72; 72 – 51 = [box] 

Answer B: 100 – 28 = 72; 72 + 51 = [box] 
Answer C: 100 + 28 = 128; 128 – 51 = [box] 

Answer D: 100 + 28 = 128; 128 + 51 = [box] 
 

 Give the students time to answer the question. 
[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 
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128028 

 [Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Which clock shows 5:10? 

 
 Give the students time to answer the question. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 
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127996 

 [Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Roger has 37 cents. Which set of coins could Roger have? 

 
 Give the students time to answer the question. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 
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128032 

 [Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Use the inch side of your ruler to measure to the nearest inch. Measure 

the length of each straw. 
 

 Pause while students measure the length of each straw. 
[Suggested Wait Time: 30 seconds] 

 
SAY Which line plot shows the lengths of the straws? 

 
 Give the students time to answer the question. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 
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128033 

 [Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY The bar graph shows the favorite fruits of some students in a class. 

 
 Pause while students read the bar graph. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 15 seconds] 
 

SAY A. How many students all together have a favorite fruit of apple, orange, 
or pear? 

 
 Give the students time to answer the question. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 
 

SAY B. Banana is the favorite fruit of 5 students in the class. Finish this bar 

graph by drawing a bar for banana. 
 

 Give the students time to answer the question. 
[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 
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127999 
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127941 

 [Test Administration Script] 

 
SAY Which circle shows three thirds? 

 
 Give the students time to answer the question. 

[Suggested Wait Time: 1 minute] 
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Mathematics Item Data 

Item Label Standard Item Type* DOK Max Points Key 

127964 2.OA.A.1 Composite 2 1|1 40 – 21 = 19 |64 

127975 2.OA.B.2 MS 1 1 2,3 

127974 2.OA.B.2 Composite 1 1|1|1|1 8|3|17|14 

127987 2.NBT.A.2 MC 1 1 3 

127956 2.NBT.A.4 MC 1 1 4 

127960 2.NBT.A.4 MC 2 1 4 

127968 2.NBT.B.5 MS 1 1 1,4 

127982 2.NBT.B.5 Computation 1 1|1 39,25 

127944 2.NBT.B.9 Composite 2 1|1 1|13 

128017 2.MD.A.1 MC 1 1 3 

128016 2.MD.A.2 Composite 2 1|1 2|3|longer|fewer 

127993 2.MD.A.3 MC 2 1 2 

128023 2.MD.B.5 MC 2 1 1 

128028 2.MD.C.7 MC 1 1 2 

127996 2.MD.C.8 MC 1 1 4 

128032 2.MD.D.9 MC 2 1 4 

128033 2.MD.D.10 Text Entry 2 1 24 |Graph response 

127999 2.G.A.1 MC 1 1 1 

127941 2.G.A.3 MC 1 1 1 

 

*Item Type 

MC = Multiple Choice 

MS = Multiple Select 
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