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Comprehensive Center Network

CRESST
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Formative Assessment in a 
Comprehensive Assessment 
System
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Comprehensive Assessment System

Herman, J. (2016). Comprehensive standards-based assessment systems supporting learning. 
Visit csai-online.org for the brief. 
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Comprehensive Assessment System
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Cycle of Continuous Improvement
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Comprehensive Assessment System

Herman, J. (2016). Comprehensive standards-based assessment systems supporting learning. 
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minute 
by minute, 

daily

daily, 
weekly

unit

quarterly,
semester

annually
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States’ Comprehensive Assessment System

Type and
User

Purpose
Frequency and 
Relationship 
to Instruction

Methods Information Uses/Actions

Category of 
assessment 
and who 
uses the 
assessment 
type and 
results

Function assessment 
serves within a 
comprehensive system 
of standards-based 
curriculum, instruction, 
and assessment

How often and 
when to assess 
students in 
relation to 
instructional goals

Strategies 
for 
obtaining 
evidence 
of 
learning

Types of 
evidence or 
information 
gained from 
assessment
to inform uses 
and actions

Actions that 
educators and 
students might 
take in 
relation to 
assessment
information

Heritage, M., & Herman, J. L. (2014). Colorado comprehensive assessment framework. Los Angeles, CA: 
University of California, National Center for Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student Testing (CRESST).
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Focus on Formative Assessment
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Definitional Clarity
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a. Formative assessments are 
strategies that teachers use to obtain 
information about students’ learning. 
Some examples are learning logs, exit 
tickets, questioning and discussion, 

conferencing, and rubrics.

Which of these best describes your 
understanding of formative 
assessment?
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Which of these best describes your 
understanding of formative 
assessment?

b. Formative assessment provides 
teachers with early warning signals 
about students who are falling behind 
and who may benefit from additional 
help prior to end-of-year testing. 
Formative assessment informs 
decisions about curricular 
adjustments and professional 
learning needs.
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Which of these best describes your 
understanding of formative 
assessment?

c. Formative assessment is a process
used by students and teachers during 
instruction to elicit and use evidence 
to improve understanding of intended 
learning outcomes and support 

students to become more self-
directed learners.
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Which of these best describes your 
understanding of formative 
assessment?

d. Formative assessments are 
assignments, projects, or tests that 
provide feedback to students about 
their achievement on a unit of study.
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Definition

Formative assessment is a planned, ongoing process used by all 

students and teachers during learning and teaching to elicit and 

use evidence of student learning to improve student 

understanding of intended disciplinary learning outcomes and 

support students to become more self-directed learners.* 

Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO)
Formative Assessment for Students and Teachers (FAST) 

State Collaborative on Assessment and Student Standards (SCASS)

*Updated definition adopted by FAST SCASS in 2017.



16

Copyright © 2017 The Regents of the University of California

Formative Assessment Process
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Pedagogical 
Actions

Evidence-
Gathering 

Opportunities

Success 
CriteriaLearning Goal

Distinguish POV 
in narrative

Compare 
character's POV T-chart

Model 
elaboration

Provide vocab 
about feelings

Explain 
character's 
background

Small group 
discussion

Frontload staying 
on topic

Written response Review textual 
evidence
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Pedagogical 
Actions

Evidence-
Gathering 

Opportunities

Success 
CriteriaLearning Goal

Relate arrays to 
multiplication

Describe arrays 
in number 
sentences

Individual white 
board

Provide counters

Use different 
number groups

Relate array 
sentences to ‘x’ 

sentences

Elbow partner
Provide 

examples of 
sentence pairs

Exit ticket Small group 
review
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Resources to Support 
Implementation
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Formative Assessment Lesson Planning Template
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Evidence-Gathering Analysis Tool

Evidence-Gathering Opportunities

Classroom Talk Student Work Peer and Self-Assessment

Pa
rt

ic
ip

an
t S

tr
uc

tu
re

s

Independent

Pair

Small Group

Whole Class
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Evidence-Gathering Analysis Tool
Evidence-Gathering Opportunities

Classroom Talk Student Work Peer and Self-Assessment

Pa
rt

ic
ip

an
t S

tr
uc

tu
re

s

Independent
Teacher conference Written response, 

essay
Thumbs up/down, exit ticket, 
reflection journal

Pair
Turn and talk, peer conference, 
teacher and peer questioning, pair 
share

Presentation, work 
plan

Peer conference using rubric,
peer editing

Small Group
Teacher and peer questioning, 
discussion

Presentation, work 
plan, jigsaw

Carousel, group presentation 
feedback

Whole Class
Teacher and peer questioning,
classroom discussion

Class play, 4 corners, 
class debate

Gallery walk, parking lot
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CSAI Paper Resource Series

https://www.csai-online.org/collection/1505
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Setting the Stage for Formative Assessment Webinar Series

1. State CAS, definition, illustrations, ESSA

2. District definition & CAS, vision & planning, supporting implementation

3. School definition & CAS, school leadership, resources and structures

4. Classroom definition, resources, novice and advanced frameworks
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Successes from Challenges
§ Definitional clarity
§ Alignment

§ Assessments

§ Lesson elements

§ Content knowledge
§ Formative assessment
§ Content areas

§ Removing silos
§ Creating networks
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Handouts & Contact Information

https://www.csai-online.org/spotlight/setting-stage-formative-assessment-webinars

Sandy Chang, PhD, NBCT    sandychang@ucla.edu

Julie Park Haubner, PhD, NBCT    haubner@ucla.edu


