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Before teachers can find out where students are in their learning during a lesson, before they 
can give feedback to students, and before engaging students in self-assessment and peer 
feedback, they need to plan for formative assessment in their lessons.   

Good upfront planning will make the process go more smoothly and lead to better opportu-
nities for both teachers and students to use evidence to move learning forward.  While at first 
formative assessment planning may seem overwhelming, the more teachers plan the easier it 
becomes so that ultimately it is second nature to think about how to embed formative as-
sessment in their lessons. Engaging in this kind of planning means that formative assessment 
becomes part of the ongoing flow of activity and interactions in the classroom.  

Where Am I Going?
Learning Goals come from the 
standards that students are 
expected to achieve at the end of 
the year. They are small chunks 
of lesson-sized learning and drive 
the whole process of formative 
assessment. They are an essential 
step in planning for both instruction 
and formative assessment.

Success Criteria are indicators of 
learning – what students will be able 
to do if they have met the Learning 
Goal. Formative Assessment 
planning includes how teachers 
are going to share or co-construct 
criteria with students.

Where Am I Now?
Formative assessment planning 
involves thinking about how 
evidence of learning will be collected 
during the lesson.

Tasks, observations and interactions 
are primary ways to obtain evidence 
of how learning is progressing 
while students are engaging in the 
learning. Formative assessment 
planning includes decisions about 
how and when to elicit evidence and 
the key questions that the teacher 
will ask to engage students’ thinking.

Formative assessment planning also 
includes strategies for students’ 
self-assessment and peer feedback 
as other sources of evidence of 
learning that both teachers and 
students can use.

Where to Next?
One of the main ways that teachers 
respond to evidence to move student 
learning forward is by providing 
quality feedback. Formative 
assessment planning helps teachers 
think about optimum opportunities 
to provide feedback so that students 
can use the feedback to advance 
learning on their own.
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CONSIDERING THE FEEDBACK LOOP
IN FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT LESSONS
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